UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE

Washington 25, D. C.
March 10, 15

Mr. Lewis E. Davidson

Chairmen, Beard of Supervisors

Hoble County Soil Conservaticon Distriot
Sarahzville, Ohio

Dear Mr. Dovidsons

We sre glad to have your 1943 amnunl report of the Noble Coumty Seil
Conservation District. ;

Organized a little over a year, the district governing body has ap-
porently solved some of its Ilnitisl problems, such me worlking out a
program end & plan, arranging for the sasistance of a faw agencias,

and meaking & start toward setual conservaticn on ths lend. Of course,
you Teee other problems. Arouging more landownebrs and operators to
action, finding ways of holping farmers to overoome shortages of labor,
equipment, and materimls--problems such ae these may limlt progress
tomporarily. Certainly, they are a challenge to you ingenuity. Im
thie world emergency we must of course face these problems with coursge
and cur beet afforts.

You end the other members of the District Board may be interested in

cne or two of the trends shown by reports of districts this yesr. It :
seems to mé the edvestional work corducted in districts s becoming

more effective. Perhaps it ia due to the cumlative effect of past
aducatione]l woerk. But I beliewe it may also be due to the improvensnt

ef sducational methods which are now belng used. Small meighborhood

group meetings with practical, round-the-kitchen-table discussions

are replacing large community meetings oalled to hear a lecturer.

These trends are highly encouraging. They indicate, it seems to me,
growing strength in the adeninistration of district affeirs by their
geverning - bodies. Surely good administretion, together with the good
work that will result frem it, is the key to the success of scil cm-
serwmtion distriets and to the permemency of ocur productive lesmd.

I eongratulate you and the membera of the governing body of the Noble
County Boll Conserwtion District om your great opportunity to contribute
to the welfare of pecple leoally, in your Stute, and in the Nation. I
wish you would please exprese to your cowerkers my good wishes for them-
selves and their work in the district,

Sincersly, ¢ ;i !"““-,\

Ha« “' H'mﬂﬂtt
Chie f
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IOBLE 501L CORSRIVATION DIATSRICE
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Oaldwell, chio

Junanry £9, 1046

TO WHM IT MAY COROMION

GenLanen g

I have the pleagure of presenting herewith the
soocond monunl report of the Noble Soll Conserwblon
District with hesdguarbora ot Caldwsll, Noble County,
(thio.

Varr traly woure,
HOME AOIL COMDEIVAY 1O DLOTRICT

Secratary
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HARRATIVE REPOHP

Lo Progrogs for the Year

Imbarest in the Soll Consopwaticn Distrlot Pruﬁ;ﬂ.m in Hoblas

Cowsty had o modernte bub & healthy growih in 1043,

Intorost in how betier pastures ond mesdows can be satabllshed
and maintained on these l'l.'l.l.Iﬂ-.'l'r!.'hhmt plowiny; iz unlrersal in ithis
courty, and on Angush B seventy looal farmars mds a fariy-mile trip
to the Frporiment Ferm at Zsnesvillo, Ohlo, and sor with their own
oyas that thin can and is Deing dome and mde bo pey dividends on land
such ps they Imve 4o farm in Hoble Cowaby, smch of which is sovored
with broomossdpos .1:11 tho looal agrisuliurnl apeneclss and oourby
offloinls asslsted tho dlstriot supsrvisors in mmizing this o big and
vory wortiwhile day for Hoble Cownty fermore, FProotloal resulbs are
gotn in that noarly & score of farmers are making seodinge as soon
demonstrated at the experiment station.

Trenty=lour requesis for cssistancs in laying oub contour strips
woroe recolyed and loborest in thls prectios is prowing, Didorost in
the program i spread over tho enbire county anl ono or more requests
for asslatance from gach of the fif'teon townships are on file. (Cone
sorvatlon swveys have bemm completed on Z17 ferms and 22,400 norose




11, PFermer Attitude
The atbitude of the fernors toward the distriet progrem is goody
they feel that thero iz a very dofinite neod for the distriot emd the

aservice it oan rouder, However, we do find that g congidemnble mmhor
of our mont entlmslantlo pupporters are saewhat relnctant to pobively
pertliclpate in tho dlstrlet propeam at this time dus bo the lack of
farm labore (This county has loot mome of 1ta man-power Lo the Axgr
and induatey ‘hen cuy obher avandy in the elnte), They foel that farm
plamne would dnvolve changas tlat they would ha umhle 40 mile at thds

time,

11e Cooperating Aganolas

1o Zhe Bebension Servico

The Exbemslon opgent has talen part in all group plaming meotings,

attonlod most of the meotings of the distrleb governing body, halped to
promote and sonduet touwrs, wid arranged for sevoral pasture demonstra=
time,. Hxbonsion upllnalulil'hu hove taken pard in several mecbings pro-

miking the ﬁmuwmﬂuu Progran,

2e g Security Administration
The Farm Ssourlty suporvisor has encourapged all of his olionts to

tnlo an aotive mart in the distrioct program.

e Agrioulturel Mjustmink Aduiniseietion
The county Agrioultural idjustment Admindstration commitbes hald
a joint meeting for 21l looal oompitboomen oml the distiriet governing
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botys 4% this meeting the dlstrict propgrem was discussod and an
obbompt made 0 coopdinate insolar ae posalble the motlvities of the

o progromde

% he Sohool Gystem
The sty superintondent of sehools arrvanged with the loeal
puparintendents of all the county schools for a perloed of ome howur at
which soil oconssyvetion plotures wore showm amd e distriot program
oxplained. Fupile in mussrous schoole also cooperated in the collsos
tion of millwoed pods for flosde

Be Tho Pam Buroau
The two Farm FPureau ocunclle of the oomiy at soveral meetings
dovobed the major portion of thelr program time to the doinmge of the
distriot, Thelr active particlpation haas besn wvery helpfol,

S 1w Grange
“he Granges hove participated by malduz a plage on thoir program
for soll consortatlon vlotares and tallks,

Ty Iw Bess
The atbitude of the press h fadr, wo bave two local papers that
are not acbively inborested in promotlng a bebber agrisulture propram
buk will publish srtioles of a disbinetly local colors

8. The Danjas
The Lanks (two in nuauber) are definitely lmberesbted in the propgrem
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and ono of the banks has & movenont on foot to promote a botter livoe
stoak program in the n;mw. Buch a program would be of octnsiderable
assistancs in the promotiom of the consorvebion smd bebber land use

Progitiis

0s o Usrchants
The merchants as s whole are very Aunterosbol and feel bthet thoy

have n definite sbtake in tho program and lave ecpressed o willingneao
to gooperaia in overy wmuy popaibla,

10s The Soil Uonsorvetim Horvies
The servies of M, T, Gabowood as farm plannér has boon made svall-

able to tho dlstricht for tne enbire yoars Churlis B Shoclkles hoo
asoleted on & partebims Lasise In March, William . Dender was
mosigned to the distriet in response to the roguest af ths district
supervigers for conservation mapplng. The ssslgment alse covera
toshooton ond Nonros Distriots, so thet apyrocimately cans-third of his
time is available to the Noble Ddatriots Othew Servieo porsomel wore
used by the distriet, lncluding technical spocinllsts, dlatrlct eon=
- porvationist, eboto and regiomal persomale

Appraisal of form woodland by forestry spocleliv: was requosted
by some Fortye-live fmrmerss The apeciallet was ablo to moob one=half
the requesta, poing over the woods in company with the farmor, and
advising = as to procedurcs of correot woodlan! mmwaporioni.

The Sorviee also will furnish wlwbevor treoed may be npodsgary in
promoting the program of the distriety, EBguipment was made avelloeble
to the distriot.
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We Meotings of Governing Dody
Wino meetings of the district governing body wers held dwring e
yoary m Egquipment Usage Flan was adopbed Jdaummary 26 end requsst made
for loan of equipmont from the Soil Conserwation Service,
Eesponsibility for aervielng the mexpired terms of Goverrsnanie
Farmer Cooporative ngrecmonts in the Seneca Fork waberahed was acoopbed

by the distriet on June 20,

It wne declded thet the best imbtercat of the distwdet would be
soryed if all {rees desirsd by ocoperntors would be furndehed by the
digtriot providing the nooperators oot aml talo omro of them in a
workmnlile manners

Ve A Now Grop - Sericee

The srowing of sericos lsspedess ls bring sponsorsd in a demmstrae
tlon wigrs Gordooa has beon groen in the enubty for more bhmtmymﬂ
without roscedings On the farm on which 1t was firet grom there ia now
twonty=lve across [his orop is ubillssd for prorleg, iy, and geed pro-
dnotion, Soricta growe Lobter om pood lexd than on poor, tut thrives ]
woll on $hin land, and is o soil builder, Stsep land, up o BOY clope,
ig held in place by sariooa even while Leinj graged,

It is sulficiontly palatebls that beof catblo thrive om 1%,
sopocially during late summor and Mell, Sericea wno sooded on sovoral
now Parms last spring and setisfaobory stands secured,

Vi ipplieations for Tochnlosl Servicss

A total of ninety-eix requosts for Yecdmical services howve boen
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rosolved, this .;.’ig,ﬂ.l.rn ineludes rogiests for completo farm plans,; strip
arop layout emd surveye for diversiom ditohus, eto., The distribubion
of the applicatioms and the ares in whieh work han bewn done 1s ahown

o Map Hos 1s

VI, Equigmont on oen
This digtrlet has five wnlls of equipment on loan from the Boll

Conpervation Jervice, The oquipmont consists of two llwe spreaders,
e elpht=foot and une trailer epreader, one rotary ccraper, one slip
gorapor, ond ono Corglcnnd TOrrnosy.

VILIe The Ddetrict and Tuercased Production )

Bven meintepance of profustion with ¥he high loss of manpowor in
the oounty muet wesu increaso? production per farmer, Thero haz boon
guch on incroasej and due to a united offord of all agencies. The
following teble prasents an estimate ns Lo tiw extent ol some of the
conservation practloss whish comtributed bawnrd Wwmt inorease, The

districet does not oelals exolusiva aredlt for theas prnotlona,

Prastice iy Aoras
Stardp Cropring . 56 . 4217
Limdng a6z T,000
Fortilising pgg 6,168
Sod Materways £92 19,260

(Poot)
... k
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The prodestion of thdeor for the war effort lae beon promohed iy
poracmnel qﬂ.uf{;}tllﬂ_ to the dleteiok, Asslstunge heo been given 1.I1'l:H:h'l 1ok
omose in genling, estimnting, ,-mrl in finding bugura for timbore

An Indirect assletance to Darmwers in the pwoduction of lumber has
boon that piven cawmill oporators ao port of thve Timbor Production Ve
Projoots It 1s Bolioved et this work will maulb in & more notdve
sapport of B oound farm forestry program on the ot of timbor Luyoro.

Efforte have boan made bo Dwrblor tho wn&uutimufwlmw
farmores, @d o maber plan to ddepouvs of npocies and Lroos whoss
romovel, acide from the rowemus obtnioed, will boneidt the fem
proporiy, dneluding preuont wodde.

Personnel assigned to the district have also cosporated in the
mayketing of & now product, willoced floas. Seven undred and fifty
pounds of pods wore collected, It is estizeicd that from ten thousand
to fiftoon thousand pounds oan be marketed in 194d. The inportance of
this produot is indioatod by the lmot that it lv necossary to replase
Knnol: in lif'e proservers, and in gearmemts for insulatlion mgalnst oold,
Four and o half oumces in an eight and o half ocunce Jenket provides

anough wermth Lor flying in the stratosphera,

IXs Probloms

Yho loss of men o the srmed forccs and to industry roprosonts a
wejor problem in conmpervation programs of the onumby.

Limestone 1s badly needed eu wll the fara lond of the ocoundye
Tha a.mi].lﬂ:ﬂilﬁr aft Limestone when and whers naodod md the diffi=
oulty in pothing 1t opread with shortuze of labor makes the limestons

prrobhlem ono of the moot nerlous of the couniy.
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s dbgge which iz veeded In limited srear is Auothn reflsction

af 4he lobor problem in whiloh eguipeont Is clero Involyed.

La Post Vor Opporbunitiss

The low comt produoticon of limestous showld be considered in post
utr plapnings .

Femodng 1 sasontial Go & complete consevvation programs Fencing
in neoded Por the protectlon of prosent woodland snd for laad that my
ba nel B0 brooss Hew and pearranged fenoe la cssoatinl o edventapeous
strip eroppinge

£ relatively mmll amount of the fara lemd of the couwnty 1o boing
uaed effoctively. According to recomt researoh, much thot is nob now
upod effsctively fs suitable for the producbian of alfalfe, Iven so,
thore etill rewains considerable sorsage fini ehould be set to treos.
Every form ahould have at leack a fow acros of theilty, well protectsd
woodlund .

X1, Why the Dietrict wes Orpanized

A trangoript of the hearing was ludvertuntly omdttod from the
Pirat anwal ropork, Sinee 1% pives the thinking of the people who
cooperated in inaugurating the distriot, 1t 1o ableliada




